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Introduction  

 

Purpose 

Every five years the program conducts a comprehensive collection and analysis of key indicators 
to evaluate the needs and characteristics of eligible Head Start children and families. Every year 
after the comprehensive analysis, a follow-up assessment becomes the latest baseline to identify 
current community needs, design new plans, choose additional community partners, develop 
strategic collaborations, evaluate progress of past interventions, and make relevant decisions 
about program improvement changes expeditiously. 
 

Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start has a funded enrollment for of 195 children at 
three centers: Central Head Start-74; Fort Deposit Head Start-86; Jackson-Steele Head Start-35. 
As a Federal Head Start Program, Lowndes County BOE Head Start is responsible for 
understanding the changing needs of the communities and peoples it serves. For that purpose, 
Lowndes County BOE Head Start undertakes this Community Needs Assessment and significant 
additional planning, research, and parent engagement to meet the needs of our community.  
 

Report Sources  
Parent Survey, (2020)  
Lowndes County BOE Head Start Community Needs Assessment, (2018-2019)  
US Census Bureau ς (2020)  
Other state and local data sources, particularly Alabama Department of Education and Alabama 
Department of Public Health and Alabama Kid Counts Data Book (2019-2020) 
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Covid-19 Status in Lowndes County, AL 

Since the Coronavirus Pandemic penetrated Alabama in mid-March 2020, Lowndes County 
continues to be hunted by the virus. In a count of fewer than 10,000 people, the rates are 
alarming nearly one (1) in every eighteen (18) Lowndes County resident has been diagnosed with 
Coronavirus. 
 
²ƛǘƘ ффн ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ оо ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ [ƻǿƴŘŜǎΩ 
pandemic cases represent only a sƳŀƭƭ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
county, population of less than 10,000, has proportionally been one of the hardest hit areas. 
 

Head Start Services (Covid-19) 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, some parents/guardians were reluctant to enroll their children in the 
program even though our agency has been providing virtual services thus far during the 2020-
2021 program year.  
 
Lowndes County Board of Education employees worked together and developed various 
strategies to continue to serve our families, while adhering to the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines.   
 

¶ Virtual learning (Goggle Classroom, educational packets, telephone contacts) 

¶ Kindle Fire tablets 

¶ Telephone enrollment interviews 

¶ Paperless contact (receiving documentation via facsimile, email, and the United States 
Postal Service)  

¶ Virtual parenting classes 

¶ Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start Facebook page and twitter account 

¶ On-site health and educational screenings (within the CDC guidelines) 
 
The Comprehensive Services department and the Educational department work closely to 
disseminate the benefits of enrolling in the Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start 
program. 
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Geography 
 

Alabama is located in the Southeastern region of the United States, bordered by Tennessee, Georgia, 
Florida and Mississippi. With a population of 4,903,185 the state is the 24th most populous state in the 
country, and the 30th largest by area. The Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start Program is 
funded to serve 195 preschool aged children. Lowndes County is centrally located in the state, southwest 
ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ тмс ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǎŜŀǘ ƛǎ IŀȅƴŜǾƛƭƭŜΦ 

 

 County Seat Area Bordering Counties Cities /  Municipalities 

Lowndes 
County 

Hayneville 725 sq mi 
(716 sq mi = land, 
9.2 sq mi = water) 

Autauga County (N), Montgomery County 
(E), Crenshaw County (SE), Butler County 
(S), Wilcox County (SW), Dallas County (W) 

Benton, Fort Deposit, 
Gordonville, Hayneville, 
Lowndesboro, Mosses,  
White Hall 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Population and Demographic Data 
 

Population Growth and Change 
Based on the 2010 Census, the total population of Alabama was 4,779,736, up 7.5 percent from 4,447,100 in 

2000. Census estimates from 2019 indicate that AlabamŀΩǎ population grew by an additional 0.3 percent 

(compared with 6 percent for the U.S.) from 2010 to 2019, reaching more than 4.9 million residents. The 

population in Lowndes County decreased by 13.9 percent from 11,299 in 2010 to 9,726 residents in 2019. 

  

 Total 
Population 
(2010 Census) 

Population 
Estimate 

(Jul 1, 2018) 

Percent 
Change 

Population 
Estimate 

(Jul 1, 2019) 

Percent 
Change 

 

United States 
 

308,745,538 
 

327,167,434 
 

6.0% 
 

328,758,105 
 

6.3% 

 

Alabama 
 

4,779,736 
 

4,887,871 
 

2.3% 
 

4,903,185 
 

2.6% 

Lowndes County  

11,299 
 

9,974 
 

-11.7% 
 

9,726 
 

-13.9% 
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Racial and Ethnic Characteristics 
Lowndes County had no significant population increases. The total population, white and black/African 

American populations in Lowndes County decreased significantly from 2010 to 2019. 
 

 
 

In the United States, the Hispanic/Latino population increased by 16.8 and 18.5 percent from 2010 to 
2019. However, the Hispanic/Latino population in Alabama and Lowndes County remains small, 4.6 and 1.9 
percent of the total population. 
 

 

5.5%

2.0%

-10.8%
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According to Alabama Kids Count Data Books 2019-2020, the total population of children ages 0 to 5 were 
614 children in 2018 and 586 in 2019. However, there were only 254 children ages 3 and 4 in 2018 and 243 
in 2019. Of those, 220 children attended Head Start at least one day during the 2018-2019 and 213 during 
the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore, 360 children in 2018 and 343 in 2019 ages 0 to 3 were eligible for 
Early Head Start. There are only two licensed childcare facilities in Lowndes County. Thus, an Early Head 
Start program would benefit the community base on the number of children ages 0-3.  
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Socioeconomic Status 
 

Education 
Children in Lowndes County that are pre-school aged declined along with the total population through the 
years. 
 

 
 

Alabama School System 
According to the Alabama Kids Count, graduate rates of children in poverty stayed the same 89 percent from 
years 2017-2018 to 2018-2019 in Alabama. However, Lowndes County children in poverty graduation rate 
increased from 80 percent to 92 percent during the same school years. In addition, 8.1 percent and 6.3 
percent of the students in Alabama dropped out during this time. Lowndes County students drop out rate 
decreased from 12.5 percent to 4.6 percent in 2018-2019.  
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Employment Status and Income 
 

Unemployment 
Per the    U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate in Alabama in November 

2019 was 2.7 percent and 4.4 percent in November 2020; the unemployment rate for Lowndes County 

increased from 4.6 percent to 10.7 percent in those years respectively.  
 

Poverty in Alabama  

Per the 2019 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), 15.6 percent of the population in Alabama 

lives in poverty (more than 747,478 individuals), and 21.9 percent of children, ages 0-17, live in poverty 

(more than 233,890 children). There are 69,236 Head Start and Early Head Start eligible children, ages 0 

to 4, live in poverty in Alabama. In Lowndes County the poverty rate for children, ages 0-17, is 36.1 

percent, more than 14 percent higher than Alabama. 
 

 Poverty 
Estimate, All 

Ages 

Poverty 
Percent, All 

Ages 

Poverty 
Estimate, Age 

0-17 

Poverty 
Percent, Age 

0-17 

Poverty 
Estimate, Age 

0-4 

Poverty 
Percent, Age 

0-4 

United States 39,490,096 12.3 12,000,470 16.8 3,457,689 18.2 
Alabama 747,478 15.6 233,890 21.9 69,236 24.2 

Lowndes County 2,555 26.6   766 36.1 *  *  
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Children in Poverty 
According to 2019 and 2020 Kids Count Data book, Alabama is home to 17.5 percent of children, ages 0-4, 

in poverty. The years of 2014-2018, 30.3 percent of children in Lowndes County were in poverty under age 

5. 
 

Federal Assistance Benefits 
 

TANF 
There were no significant changes from last year update. 

 

SSI 
There were no significant changes from last year update. 
 

Foster Care 
In 2019, there were 6,420 children in foster care in the state of Alabama. In 2020 children in foster care 
decreased to 6,324 in Alabama. In Lowndes County, only four (4) children were in foster care in 2019 and 
only three (3) in 2020.  
 

Homelessness 
 

Alabama Homeless Students 
According to the 2020 Alabama Kids Count Data Book, published by VOICES for AlabŀƳŀΩǎ /hildren, the 

percentage of homeless students during the 2017-2018 school year in Alabama was 2.2 percent and 

1.2 percent in 2019, compared with the previous school year there was a decreased.  
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In Lowndes County, the percentage of homeless students during the 2017-2018 school year was 6.0 

percent and 12.6 percent in 2019, an increase of 6.6 percent over the previous school year. 
 
 

 
 

 
Disabilities 
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Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families  
 

Parent Survey Responses 
Characteristics In order to collect primary data from Head Start and Early Head Start parents and 
guardians, a Parent Community Needs Survey was distributed in English to all families enrolled at the time 
of the Community Assessment. A total of 85 surveys were completed and returned. Of those who 
responded to the survey, 96.4 percent indicated their race/ethnicity to be black/African American, 0 
percent White/Caucasian, 1.2 percent Native American, and 3.6 percent indicated Hispanic. The results of 
the survey is displayed in the graphs below. 
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