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Introduction

Purpose

Every five years the program conducts a comprehensive collegtidranalysis of key indicators

to evaluate the needs and characteristics of eligible Head Start children and families. Every year
after the comprehensive analysis, a follayw assessment becomes the latest baseline to identify
current community needs, degn new plans, choose additional community partners, develop
strategic collaborations, evaluate progress of past interventions, and make relevant decisions
about program improvement changes expeditiously.

Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start Hasaged enrollment for ofL95 children at
three centers: Central Head Staf; Fort Deposit Head Sta86; JacksorSteele Head Staf3b.

As a Federal Head St&ttogram Lowndes County BOE Head Sisuriesponsible for
understanding the changing needs betcommunities and peoples it serves. For that purpose,
Lowndes County BOE Head Startlertakes this Community Needs Assessment and significant
additional planning, research, and parent engagenterneet the needs of our community.

Report Sources

Parent Survey, 2020)

Lowndes County BOE Head S@ommunity Needs Assessmer)182019)

US Census Buregy2020)

Other state and local data sources, particula&lgbamaDepartment of Education anéllabama
Department ofPublicHealthand Alabama Kid Counts Data B¢a819-2020)
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Covid19 Status in Lowndes County, AL

Since the Coronavirus Pandemic penetrated Alabama iAviaicth 2020, Lowndes County
continues to be hunted by the virus. In a count of fewer than 10{@bple, the rates are

alarming nearly onél)in everyeighteen {8) Lowndes County resident has been diagnosed with
Coronavirus.

2 A0K dpH O2yFANNSR OF&dS&8 FYR oo O2yFANNSR RSIH G
pandemic cases representonlydb f £ LISNOSy Gl 3S 2F GKS aidlFraSqQa 2
county, population of less than 10,000, has proportionally been one of the hardest hit areas.

Head Start Services (Covi®)

Due to the COVHD9 virus, some parents/guardians were reluctamenroll their children in the
program even though our agency has been providing virtual services thus far during the 2020
2021 program year.

Lowndes County Board of Education employees worked together and developed various
strategies to continue to seevour families, while adhering to the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention guidelines.

Virtual learning (Goggle Classroom, educational packets, telephone contacts)
Kindle Fire tablets

Telephone enrollment interviews

Paperless contact (receiving donentation via facsimile, email, and the United States
Postal Service)

Virtual parenting classes

Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start Facebook page and twitter account
Onsite health and educational screenings (within the CDC guidelines)

= =4 =4 4

= =4 -4

The Compehensive Services department and the Educational department work closely to
disseminate the benefits of enrolling in the Lowndes County Board of Education Head Start
program.
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Geography

Alabama is located in the Southeastern region of the United States, bordered by Tennessee, Georgia,

Florida and Mississippi. With a population d@3,185the state is the 24th most populous state in the
country, and the 30th largest by area. The Lown@esnty Board of Education Head Start Program is

funded to seve 195 preschool aged childrdmowndes County is centrally located in the state, southwest
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Population and Demographic Data

Population Growth and Change

 Highla

Basedn the 2010 Cen4aus, the total population of Alabamawas4,779,736, up 7.5 percent from 4,447,100 in
2000. Censusegimates from 2019 indicate that Alabaml (pépulation grew by an alditional 0.3 percent

(compared with 6 percent for the U.S) from 2010 to 2019, reaching more than 4.9 million residents. The

population in Lowndes @unty decreased by 13.9 percent from 11,299 in 2010 to 9,726residentsin 2019.

Total Population Percent Population

Population Estimate Change Estimate

(2010Census) (Jull, 2018) (Jul1,2019)
United Sates 308,745538 327,167,434 6.0% 328,758,105
Alabama 4779736 4,887,871 2.3% 4,903,185
Lowndes County 11,299 9,974 11.7% 9,726

Percent
Change

6.3%
2.6%

-13.%%
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2017-2019 Percent Population Change
Source: U.S. Census

ALABAMA

UNITED STAT
-15.0% -10.0% -5.0% 0.0% 5.0% 10.0%

2019 = 2018 = 2017

Racial and Ethnic Characteristics
Lowndes Gounty had nosignificant population increases.Thetotal population, white and black African
Americanpopulations in LowndesCounty deaeased significantly from 2010 to 2019.

20102019 Population Change by Race
Source: U.S. Census

1o U.7 Uos 2.9 1.0 Uo UzZ2 U1 U o 1o U/ ﬁ‘l.b 1.9
—

WHITE BLACK OR AA Al AND AN ASIAN NH AND OPI  TWO OR MORE HISPANIC OR
RACES LATINO

m United States m Alabama = Lowndes County

In the United States, the Hispanic/Latino population increased by 16.8 and 18.5 percent from 2010 to
2019. However, the Hispanic/Latino population in Alabama and Lowndes County remains sraatl, 1.9
percent of the total population.

2019 Population Change by Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino
Source: U.S. Census

20.0%
i 18.5%
15.0%
0,
10.0% 4.6% 3
s.0% ~
0.0%

UNITED STATES ALABAMA LOWNDES COUNTY
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Lowndes County Popuation

11,500
11,000
10,500
10,000

9,500
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

According to Alabamidids Count Data BosR019-2020, the total population of children ages 0 to 5 were
614 children in 208 and586in 2019. However, there were only 2xhildren ages 3 and 4 in 20and 243
in 2019. Of those, 20 children attended Head Start at least one day during the822119 and 2.3 during
the 2019-2020 school year. Therefore 68 children in 208 and343in 2019 ages 0 to 3 were eligible for
Early Head Start. There are ohlo licensed childare fcilities h Lowndes County. Thus, an Early Head
Start program would benefit the community base on the number of children ages 0

Total Population of Children-® in Lowndes 2017

R 607
600 2o
400 251 216
200 -y « W
0
0-5 YR OLDS 3&4 YROLDS HEAD START 3 & 4 YR 0-3 YR OLDS
OLDS
Total Population of Children® in Lowndes 2018
800
600 614 s
400 254 220
0
0-5 YR OLDS 3&4 YROLDS HEAD START 3 & 4 YR 0-3 YR OLDS
oLDS
Total Population of Children-® in Lowndes 2019
600 586
343
400 243 013
0
0-5 YR OLDS 3&4 YROLDS HEAD START 3 & 4 YR 0-3 YR OLDS
oLDS
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Socioeconomic Status

Education
Children in Lowndes County that are fehool aged declined along with the total populatibnough the
years.

Lowndes County

14,000 13,473 10,076

12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000

,4752,42(B55

218 127 124 123 189 126 126 120
EENES.. - Ul

TOTAL POPULATION  CHILD POPULATION  PRESCHOOL AGED  PRESCHOOL AGED
(UNDER 20) CHILDREN (AGE3) CHILDREN (AGE 4)

@2000 m2017 @2018 @2019

Children as a Percentage of County Popuation

m 2000
w2017
m 2018

2019

Alabama School System

Acordingto the AlsdbamaKids Countgraduate rates of children in povertyayed the sam&9 percentfrom
years 20%-2018 to 2018-2019 in Alabama. Howeverlowndes Gounty children in poverty graduation rate
increased from80 percent to 92 percent diring the same sclool years.In addition,8.1 percent and 6.3
percentof the studentsin Alabama dropped out during this time. Lowndes Counsgudents drop out rate
decreased fronil2.5percent to4.6 percent in 208-2019.
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Alabama
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Employment Satusand Income

Unemployment

Perthe U.S Department of Labor, Bueauof Labor Sttistics, the unemployment ratein Aabama inNovember
2019 was 2.7 percent and4.4 percent in November2020; the unemployment rate for Lowndes County
increased fron¥.6 percent to 10.7 percentin those years respectively.

Poverty in Alabama

Per the 2019 Small Area Income and Poverty Estmates (SAIPE),15.6 percent of the population in Alabama
livesin poverty (more than 747,478individuals),and 21.9 percent of children, ages0-17, live in poverty
(more than 233,890 children). There are69,236 Head Start and EarlyHead Starteligible children, agesO
to 4, live in poverty in Alabama. In Lowndes Gounty the poverty rate for children, ages0-17, is36.1
percent, more than 14 percent higher than Alabama.

Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty

Estimate, All Percent, All  Estimate, Age Percent, Age  Estimate, Age Percent, Age

Ages Ages 0-17 0-17 0-4 0-4

United Sates 39,490,096 12.3 12,000,470 16.8 3,457,689 18.2
Alabama 747,478 15.6 233,890 21.9 69,236 24.2
LowndesCounty 2,555 26.6 766 36.1 * *
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Childrenin Poverty

Acording to 2019 and 2@0Kids Count Data book|adamaishome to 17.5 percent othildren, ages0-4,
in poverty. The years of 2@%2018, 30.3percent of children in Lowndes Qay were in poverty under age
5.

Federal Assistance Benefits

TANF
There were no significant changes from last year update.

SSli
There were no significant changieem last year update.

Foster Care

In 2019, there were 6420children in foster care in the state of Alabama. [”2@6hildren in foster care
decreased to 824in Alabama. In Lowndes Counbply four (4) children were in foster care in 20.and
onlythree (3)in 2020.

Homelessness

AlabamaHomeless3udents

Acording to the 2020 Alabama KidsCaunt Data Baok, publishedby VOCES for fabl Y | Qildiren/ the
percentage of homeless sudentsduring the 2017-2018 school year in Alabama was 2.2 percent and
1.2 percent in 2@9, compared with the previous school yearthere was a decreased

Alabama Homeless Students

6.0% 5.5%
5.0%
4.0%

3.0% 2.4% 2 205 2204

2.0% 1.0% (.8% 1.2%
1.0% 0.1% 0.2%
0.0%

POVERTY ABOVE POVERTY TOTAL

E2015-2016 m@2016-2017 @2017-2018 @2018-2019
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In Lowndes Gounty, the percentage of homelessstudentsduring the 2017-2018 school yearwas 6.0
percent andl2.6percent in 209, anincreaseof 6.6 percent over the previous sctool year.

Lowndes County Homeless Students

20.0%
15.8% 15.1%
15.0% 12.5% 12.6%

10.0%

5.0%

0.0%

POVERTY ABOVE POVERTY TOTAL

m2015-2016 m2016-2017 m2017-2018 [@2018-2019
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Aged O3 Receiving Early Intervention Services

16
14
12
10

15

O N B O

FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2018 FY 2019

10| Page



Lowndes County Board of Education Head Sart
2019-2020Community Assesment Update

Strengths and Needs of Eligible Children and Families

Parent Survey Responses

Characteristics In order toollect primary data from Head Start and Early Head Start parents and
guardians, a Parent CommitynNeeds Survey watistributed in English to all families enrolled at tlmé
of the Community Assessmem.total of85 surveys were completed and returnedf those who
responded to the surve6.4percent indicated their race/ethnicityotbe black/African America®,
percent White/Caucasigri.2 percent Native Americaand3.6 percent indicated Hispani@heresults of
the surveyis displayed in the gragtbelow.

Count of 1. How have you been affected by COVID-197 [Yes]

Work from home orr... ! N/A

1.7% 8.6%
Work from home or ... /
6.9% _ Laid Off
No change, Decreas... 8.6%
3.4% .
Increased hours Terminated
34% 1.7%
Decreased hours
15.5%

No change

46.6%

Count of 1. How have you been affected by COVID-197 [No]

No change, Decreas...
2.9%
Decreased hours, In...
2.9%
Decreased hours, In...
2.9%
Increased hours, Lai...
5.7%

No change, Decreas...
2.9%

No change
57.1%

Increased hours, Lai...
2.9%

N/A
8.6%

Decreased hours
2.9%
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Count of 2. If you are currently employed how has COVID-19
affected your job? [Yes]

Decreased hours, Furl... N/A
2.4% 9.8%
Furloughed

4.9% Laid Off
Increased hours 7.3%
4.9%

No change, Decrease...

4.9%
No change, Increased...
0 Decreased hours
2.4%
19.5%
Work from home orre...
14.6%
No change
22.0%

Count of 2. If you are currently employed how has COVID-19
affected your job? [No]

Work from home or re...
1.8%

No change, Decrease...
3.6%

Increased hours, Laid Off
3.6%

N/A
5.5%

No change
74.5%
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Count of 3. If you are currently employed how has your work
conditions changed? [Yes]

Decreased hours, Wor... N/A

2.5% 12 5%

Furloughed o

5.0% ! .

No change, Work from... Laid Czlﬁ

2.5% 1 5.0%

Increased hours }*.

10.0% ! :

Decreased hours, Incr...

5 5% Decreased hours

No change, Decrease... 12.5%

5.0%

Work from home orre...

12.5%

No change, Increased...

3 5% No change
27.5%

Count of 3. If you are currently employed how has your work
conditions changed? [NO]

Work from home orre...
1.8%

No change, Increased...
3.5%
No change, Decrease...
1.8%

N/A
3.5%

No change
75.4%
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Count of 4. How would you like the COVID-19 stimulus,
CARES Act funds used?

To help the schools. To help get the schoal...

1.5% 1.5%
To pay bills N/A
1.5% _ 3.1%
payolng my bills Bills
1.5% 6.2%
bills I'm not1sg[r;e
31% o
| would like the stimulu...
1.5%
Paying bills
4.6% Protection for studenti...
1.5%
Familia needs and Pay...
Pay bills a1
3.1% Toward school
For family to pay there 1.5%
1.5%
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